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Role of Peace Journalism in Current Global Scenario: An Analysis of

Russia-Ukraine War Reporting

Abstract

Peace journalism does not say that media should not report instances of war and conflict or should

hide something. Still, it expects journalists to use a positive and solution-oriented approach while

writing. In the 21st century, the media is not merely disseminating information but also telling and

teaching people how they should act in a situation. In conflict and war, the power of media

increases drastically. The media audience unknowingly believes and then acts according to the

media reports. This study was conducted to determine how the media reported the Russia-Ukraine

war using a peace or war journalism approach. Quantitative Content analysis was performed on

online news reports of five different countries (America, Britain, India, Russia & Ukraine). It was

found that in all the five countries, the media uses a war journalism approach while reporting the

current Russia-Ukraine conflict. Such practice creates panic in society and hampers development.

This study recommends that to bring peace journalism into practice among journalists; media

intuitions should start training on peace journalism; along with this, media houses should take

initiatives to train their journalists in peace journalism.

Keywords- Peace journalism, War Journalism, Russia-Ukraine war, Peace, Conflict, War.

Introduction

Peace journalism has the potential to change the complete picture in case of a conflict or war; it

makes people understand the causes and consequences of a conflict or war. This kind of journalism

highlights the motivations behind any conflict so that timely action can be taken. Peace journalism

offers people a solution, truth and a people-oriented approach based on which they can take an

informed decision and help reduce the tension. In its trustworthy sense, peace journalism uses a

people-oriented approach; in case of a war or conflict, this kind of journalism focuses on the victims

and their suffering. Johan Galtung coined the term Peace journalism in the 1960s.

Peace journalism uses a win-win approach, whereas, in the case of war journalism, one party wins,

and another party has to suffer defeat along with its long-lasting consequences. This kind of
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journalism focuses not only on the visible aspects of violence but also on the invisible effects like

trauma, glory and damage to the culture. Peace journalism focuses on solving problems; on the

other hand, war journalism focuses on victory (Galtung, 2003). Peace journalism has a unique

quality as it not only reports the happenings around us but also suggests a possible solution for

them. The solution has a non-violent approach to solving any conflict.

War journalism uses an entirely different approach from peace journalism. War journalism uses

military language and overemphasizes human casualties and other damage caused by war; it focuses

more on the visible aspects of a war or conflict. This approach of journalism relies on elite sources

for news (Perdomo, Harlow & Brown, 2022). War journalism is victory-oriented; it does not focus

on the solution of the conflict or war. The war journalists expose only their truths, and they also

help in covering up.

A peace-oriented reporting approach includes positively framing the issue, having a positive

perception, and creating empathy and understanding (Ersoy & Miller, 2022). These qualities in a

news report make it the voice of people in a true sense and also help to solve the problem. Most

research has found that media and journalists use war principles and language to report a conflict

(Perdomo, Harlow & Brown, 2022). In peace journalism, approach journalists make conflict

transparent; on the other hand task of war journalism is war secrets (Galtung, 2000).

Russia invaded Ukraine on February 24, 2022, after months of tensions between the two; Russia

called it a special military operation. As per America's Associated Press, (2022) news report of June

3 officials have reported over 21,000 civilian deaths in Mariupol alone. According to the mayor,

Sievierodonetsk is a city in Luhansk, Russia, with approximately 1,500 casualties. Ukraine's

President Volodymyr Zelenskyy said that more than 30,000 Russian servicemen have died.

Literature review

To understand the practice of peace journalism studies is conducted worldwide, highlighting some

key findings discussed in this section. A study conducted on Turkish newspapers to check the

practices of peace journalism concludes that journalists do not want to become a part of the solution

because they think there is a loss of trustworthiness. Adding on to its findings, it says that

newspapers rely more upon elite sources (Aluc & Ersoy, 2016). And both the approaches do not fit

in the category of peace journalism.
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A study by Ersoy & Dambo (2021) on the coverage of Covid-19 from the peace journalism

approach concludes that the media used peace and conflict-oriented approaches while covering the

pandemic. The news stories they analysed were based more on non-elite sources than elite ones.

Ersoy & Dambo also found that the media also used a conflict-oriented approach by paying more

attention to Covid-19 cases, deaths and the use of insensitive language.

Perdomo, Harlow & Brown (2022) conducted a study on framing the Colombian Peace Process and

found that the media used more war frames than peace frames even during the coverage of peace

negotiation. Another important finding of this research shows that social media audiences amplified

more war frames than peace frames. The study also found that more war frames were used in

Colombian media compared to foreign media.

A study by Lee and Maslog (2006) on Asian regional conflicts involving India, Pakistan, Sri Lanka,

Indonesia, and the Philippines is framed as war journalism or peace journalism. Their finding shows

that the coverage was dominated by war journalism. The results of this study highlight a severe

concern, and media practitioners & academicians should pay attention to this; the practice of war

journalism in case of a conflict or war can make the situation more complicated and harmful. And

journalists should keep this in mind while reporting a conflict or war.

Shaheen & Tarique (2022) found in their study that news stories in English are practising more war

journalism than stories published in local languages. Galtung (2000) noted that violence is the only

thing that sells to insult humanity. Further, he stated that it is not valid for women; they want to

listen to the reality and like to see some solution to the problem. It may be true for many males

between 18 to 55 years of age. Jake and Annabel (2013) found in their study that the viewers of

peace journalism were less likely to blame one side of the news; they were more likely to think of

cooperative solutions to the problem.

Role of peace journalism

Journalism is not merely a representation of current happenings in society but guides people's future

actions. Galtung (2015), in his study titled Peace Journalism and Reporting on the United States,

noted that the role of Journalism is not only to report about the world but also to make states, capital

and people transparent to each other. This transparency brings trust in the people's minds for its

government, and it fosters the development process of a nation.
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Peace journalism itself cannot solve a conflict or war, but it has the potential to create a favourable
environment to solve them. It educates people not only about the current happenings around them
but also about how they should behave responsibly. In peace journalism, facts are not exaggerated
like war journalism besides in this approach of journalism facts of all sides are presented.

Media must give voice to the voiceless, and in conflict or war this becomes a necessity. Ordinary

people have to suffer the most due to disputes between two communities, groups or nations; in such

situations, the media should portray their sufferings. Relying entirely on officials' sources for news

in a conflict does not depict an accurate picture and makes it harder to solve the problem.

Aim and objectives of the study

The study aimed to explore in the current global scenario which kind of journalism (Peace or war

journalism) is practised and to what extent.

Research Methodology

This study has gone under quantitative content analysis to examine how the media portrays the

Russia-Ukraine war from a peace journalism or war journalism approach. The online news content

published from America, Britain, India, Russia, and Ukraine was examined. The rationale for

including America and Britain was to see how media houses in developed countries are portraying

war and India to see the portrayal of a developing country, and Russia and Ukraine (which are

deeply affected by the current war) were specially included to see their portrayal of war by the

media. From each country, leading English language newspapers were selected; Wall street journal

from America, The Guardian from Britain, The Times of India from India, The Moscow times from

Russia and Kyiv Post from Ukraine. Media reports published in May 2022 were selected to bring

the factor of recency; five online news reports were randomly selected from each country's

newspaper. Quantitative content analysis was conducted on 25 news reports from the selected

newspapers.

The researcher searched the 'Russia Ukraine War Peace' keyword in the search box of each

newspaper's website and set the period from May 1 to May 31, 2022. Five news reports were

selected randomly from each newspaper's website from the search result. The researcher examined

each report to check which approach of journalism (Peace or war journalism) newspapers have

followed in news reports. The researcher quantified words which are associated with peace and war

journalism. The researcher found war, invasion, fight, battle, attack, conflict, military operation, and

offensive words in the news reports associated with war journalism. Further, the researcher

Sahitya Manthan, A Peer-Reviewed, Open Access e-journal, ISSN: 2582-6867,
Website:http://www.sahityamanthan.in, Year-3, Issue-2, Continuous Issue-18, March - April 2023

96



examined the reports to identify terms related to the peace journalism approach and identified

peace, peaceful talks, and security terms in the reports. The researcher analyzed how many words

with the two approaches are used in selected newspapers' online news reports.

The sample size for content analysis

Table 1: These five newspapers are included in this study.

Country Newspaper website No. of news reports

America The Wall Street Journal 5

Britain The Guardian 5

India The Times of India 5

Russia The Moscow Times 5

Ukraine Kyiv Post 5

Total Sample size 25

Data Analysis and Interpretation

Figure 1: Frequency of war & peace journalism-related words in five newspapers.
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America's Wall Street Journal

America's leading newspaper, The Wall Street Journal, used more words which the researcher

associated with war journalism. In five selected online news reports, newspapers used war

forty-four times, conflict nine times, attack nine times, offensive six times, invasion six times, fight

five times, military operation four times, battle two times, peace three times, peace talks one time.

Figure 2:Percentage of war & peace journalism-related words in Wall Street Journal Newspaper.

Britain's The Guardian

Britain's leading newspaper, The Guardian, used more terms related to war journalism. The five

selected online news reports newspapers used war fifty times, invasion twenty-four times, peace

sixteen times, conflict eight times, offensive three times, fight twice, attack twice, and security one

time.
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Figure 3:Percentage of war & peace journalism-related words in The Guardian Newspaper.

India's The Times of India Newspaper

India's leading newspaper, The Times of India also used a war journalism approach while reporting

the Russia-Ukraine war. In the five randomly selected online news reports, newspapers used war ten

times, offensive three times, invasion three times, battle twice, fight twice, and attack one time.

Figure 4: Percentage of war & peace journalism-related words in The Time of India Newspaper.

Data analysis of Russia's The Moscow Times
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Russia's leading newspaper, The Moscow Times also used a war journalism approach while

reporting the Russia-Ukraine war. The five selected news reports newspaper used war nineteen

times, invasion ten times, peace four times, conflict three times, battle twice, fight twice, attack

twice, and offensive one time.

Figure 5:Percentage of war & peace journalism-related words in The Moscow Times Newspaper.

Data analysis of Ukraine's Kyiv Post

Ukraine's leading newspaper Kyiv Post also used the war journalism approach in its online news

reports selected by the researcher. The five news reports newspaper used war fifteen times, invasion

eleven times, peace eight times, attack three times, fight twice, military operation one time, conflict

one time, and security one time.
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Figure 6: Percentage of war & peace journalism-related words in Kyiv Post Newspaper.

Results and discussion

Five countries and five newspapers, but the findings are almost identical; in the Russia-Ukraine

war, all five newspapers in their reports have used more words which were associated with war

journalism by the researcher. It is a clear indication that nowadays, most newspapers are practising

war journalism, which is a matter of concern for the media industry and society. Media and

Journalists not only inform society but also teach them how to act in a particular situation,

conveying this through their words. If their words are based on the war journalism approach in a

conflict or war, it will worsen the problem rather than solve it.

Researchers tried to study the impact of the peace and war journalism approach on the audience.

They found those people who watch peace journalism were more hopeful and empathetic, less

angry and fearful than those who watch war journalism (Perdomo, Harlow & Brown, 2022). This

finding highlights the need to practice peace journalism; it is journalists' responsibility to work for

society's welfare. It is a matter of concern for the society that even during peace talks and processes,

the media uses more war journalism approach, making peace making process more difficult.

In the current global scenario, the media audience needs to pay attention to how media is reporting
the Russia-Ukraine war; for commercial benefits (through increased Television Rating Point (TRP)
and more circulation), media relies more upon the practice of war journalism. But this practice is
very harmful to humans. War journalism is slowly building a culture of violence in society. The
media should take notice of the prevalence of war journalism and be self-regulatory in its conduct
before any external agency interferes with correcting this practice. The practice of exaggerating the
facts for TRP and circulation will affect the trustworthiness of the media, which is considered its
lifeblood.

Recommendations

Peace journalism is a well-known phenomenon in journalism, but studies on it highlight that it is

not practised much, and the current research also verifies this fact. There is an urgent need to put it

into practice to create a peaceful and prosperous world. Journalists should be given proper training

to bring peace journalism into practice; this training can be provided inside or outside the media

houses. Media institutes can start short-term training courses on peace journalism. Media houses

can also run such programs to train journalists who are supposed to cover conflict or war.
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While using the peace journalism approach, journalists should keep this fact in mind; having a

positive approach does not mean they have the right to distort the fact just to give it a positive

outlook; they should tell the truth to the people but with a positive expression.

Future studies can explore the mindset of media houses behind practising war journalism, what
editors and owners of media houses think, and why this practice of journalism is prominently
prevalent in conflict or war situations.
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